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CENTBAL AMERICA AND CUBA. 



The Bouse being io the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unioo — 

Mr. CLINGM AN said : 

Mr. Chaxbman : My purpose in rising to address the committee to-day is to 
call the attention of gentlemen to a subject of some practical importance at this 
time, and of great moment in the ftSture of this country. One of ks points 
is already understood to be undergoing examination in the other end of this 
Capitol ; and I hope some of these days to bring ano.ther important branch of it to. 
the consideration of the American Congress. Before referring directly to these 
points, however, I desire to offer some general observations which nevertheless 
tiave a dire{;t bearing on them. 

Much is said, sir, of fillibustering ; and when the British newspaper read us 
lectures on our propensities iq that respect, some of our own people hold up their 
hands in horror at the prospect presented of the moral depravity of the country* 
It is undoubtedly true, that since the commencement of our existence as a nation 
we have extended our territory from a little less tlian one million of square miles 
to about three miUions. How slands the case with Great Britain ? The whole 
bland, including England, Scotland, and WTales, has an area of eighty-nine 
thousand square miles, and yet the entire dominion governed by this island includes 
territory to the extent of nearly eight million square miles ! While we have added 
two hundred per cent, to our territory, she has acquired about nine thousand per 
eent. We have increased three-fold in area, she ninetynfold ! And yet she is 
shocked while witnessing our rapacity for acquisition, ai^ complains that the 
American eagle Js a " fast fowl "- — a greedy bird. What, tncn, shall we say of the 



appetite of the British lion ? Why, her possessions in North America k\one are 
QK)le extensive than all the territory of the United States. Her Australian domin-* 
ions are themselves, likewise, greater in area than all we hold. In the East 
Indies, on a territory larger than the settled pafts of the United States, she controls 
despotically a population of one hundred and forty miUions. Besides these, she bes 
her provinces, islands, and military ^nd naval statioBs in every see, and on every 
shore. It used to be the boast of Spain that the sun did not set upon her empire ; 
bat wbidihever side of the globe be turned to that lumiimry, and at any hour of the 
twenty-four, it never fails to send its rays down on a aeclbn of the British emfiiiii 
laiiger than all the United States* Nor have her effiirts to expand: her doariiia 
been Relaxed in .view of her immense acquisitions, hut on the cotiMry they 



at this very time beiog pre9sed forward with great zeal, both by the Govenunent 
and its subjects* 

They denounce us for our alleged failures to maintain a strict neutrality towards 
other countries ; but this Government was the first to pass laws on that subject ; 
and our statutes are more strict, I think, and have been better observed, than those 
of most countries. In Great Britain they are liable at any time to be suspended 
by the will of the Crown ; and, in fact, bodies of many thousand men have been 
organized without obiection in and about London, to carry on wars in the Spanish 
Peninsula and elsewhere, while the Government professed to be at peace with the 
parties assailed. Indeed, companies have been chartered by the Parliament to 
carry on what would in these days be called fillibustering operations. The East 
India and Hudson's Bay Companies are examples. The people of the United 
States are assailed because a few individuals have gone down into Central America 
tf aid Walker. What would they, then, say of us, if Congress should charter a 
company, the " Transit Company,'* for example^ and furnish it men and money to 
conquer and hold Central America for our benefit ? And yet suQh an act would 
be following the example of Great Britain in chartering and upholding the East 
India Company, and enabling it to conqum* atid enslave a people five times as 
numerous as the whole population of the United States. 

Our territorial expansion has indeed been remarkable ; but so has been our 
jSrogress in all other respects. Our tonnage equals — probably exceeds-*— that of 
Great Britain herself. We have changed the system of maritime lawibr the world ; 
and Britain no longer boasts of possessing the empire of the seas. 

Already has been verified, in part, the prediction of Pownal, the sagacious 
£inglishnian, who nearly a century ago feaid : 



; ** America will come to market in her own shijpping, and will claim the ocean ag common — will 
claim a navigation restrained by no laws but the law of nations, reformed as the rising crisia 
requires.*' 

- '* America will «eem every day to appepaeh nearer and nearer to Europe.'* 

'^ *' The independence of America is Axed as fate. She is mistress of her own fortune — knows that 
It is so; and will actuate that power which she feels, both so as to establish her own system, and to 
chAn^e the H^tem of Europe*" ' ' 

. ** Amerioa will beeome the arbitress of the commercial world, and pqrhaps the mediatrix of peac^ 
and of the political business of the world.'* 

* r I 

So rematkable haii been our progress that these wonderful propheci!es> seein like 
the o^priog of inspiration. Great Bri^in has iiersetf, too^ by her conduct, verified 
another strikkg prediction, that the sovereigns of Europe — 



— " when they shall find the system of this new empire not only obstructing but superseding the 




'< 0«eat Britain has exhibited the feelings here dejNCted, and basrefsisted otir 
ptbgr^s with' a ^erseversice, a skill, and an en^gy cr^itabte to her ambitkKHl 
$a);acicy, if not to her justice and nm^naniitlity. Latteily dhe has dii^ecced her 
eiforts, in the first place, to prevent our acquiring territory ; and, secondly, to 
f^der that l^erritbvy, if aequived, ^ souvee of weakness rather than stieiigth. Jt is 
to herfpeOey on tb^se Vtm faints ^atl now, Mr. (^airman, ask the attentiidn of 
the Hduse. 

' Holding as she does herself the- entire itdrthem half of th^s contitieirt, she easily 
bar^our progress in that diraction^on oi|r eai^t^rn and Westt^rn borders ai'e the 
Aitittiitic^and Pteffic ^oetans. Otr only field of exted^i^> therefore, lies to the 
•oath; and heir efforts' ave pefieveniigly:and enevg^ticaUjr <6r«cted 4o that qtArter. 




The Central A^iterickn questibn has been prooiiiteDt before (be eoiuitiyforsdnie 
time past. Great Britain acquired her foothold there in direct contravention of her 
treaties with Spain, to whom the whole of that region originally belonged. In 
1763, however, she agreed by treaty to demolish her fortifications, &c., and cease 
to interfere with the rights of i(pain, &c. As this treaty failed to secure the 
country, however; from British occupaticHi, a more stringent one was made m 
1783 ; and three years later, in 1786, additional articles were ratified. As these 
are all substantially the same, I read a clause from that of 1786 : 

** 'Articlb 3. Although no other advantages have hitherto been in question, except that of cutting 
wood for dytingi ^et his Catholic Majesty, as a greater proof of his disposition to oblige the King or 
Great Britain, will grant to the English the liberty of cutting all other woods, wUhotU even excepUf^ 
nuahogn 
iMrhich 
merce, 

never to be used as a pretext for establishing in that country any plantations of sug^r, coffee, coooa, 
or other tike articles; or any fabric or manufacture by medns of nnills, or other machines whataoevef, 
since all lands in question being indisputably acknowledged to belong of right to the Crowrfof Spain, 
no settlements of that kind, or the population which would follow, can be allowed. The English shall 
he allowed to transport and convey all such wood and other produce of the place, in its natural ai^d- 
uncoltivated state, down the rivers to the sea, but without ever going beyond the limits which are 
prescribed to them. by the stipulations above granted, and without thereby taking an opportunity 
of wcending the said i*ivers« beyond their bounds, into the countries belonging to Spain. ' 

<< The seventh article of the same treaty agiain provides for. the 'entire preservation o^ the ri^ta. 
of the Spanish sovereignty over the country, in which is gsanted to the English only the privilege 
of making use of the wood of various kinds;' and it goes on to stipulate that the English * shall not 
iBedttate any loore extensive settlements' tbiu) the one defined. " 

It would be difficult to make a stronger stipulation against British encroachments 
than is here contained. Yet, though its enforcement was attempted to be secured 
by periodical visits of Spanish commissioners, k, like its predecessors, proved wholly 
ineffectual. As late as the year 1814, all these old treaties were renew9d between 
Great Britain and Spain, and were at no time abandoned by the latter; and yet, 
in the face of such solemn engagements, the former has established . her present 
positi6n in Central America. For a full detail of the means she has used, I refer 
geotlennen to a work published in 1850 by Frederick Crowe, a Baptist missionary 
frotn England to Honduras and Guatemala* With the indignation of an honest; 
upright man who blushes for bis country, he details the expedients and shifts to 
which British officials have resorted to obtain the control and actual dominion of 
Honduras aad the Mosquito coast, in such passages as the following : 

*< Nor is this the only national disgrace and absurd exposure which has resulted froip the British 
protectorate pn the Mosouito shore. Several writers have already noticed the humiliating scenes to 
which the coronation of the present line of Waikna monarchs have given occasion; and all the 
witnesses, except, perhaps, some whose sense of decorum and moral rectitude were little or not at 
all superior to that of the poor deluded Indians themselves, concur in branding these ceremonies, 
not only as ridiculous in the extreme, but as disgusting exhibitions of human degradation, and 
impious profanations of the name of God, which has been wickedly associated with them. Indeed, 
it IS not a little surprising that Government officials — ^civil, military, and ecclesiastical — laying claim 
to reason and sensibility, (to sp^ak of no loftier endowments,) could at anytime be found willing Iq 
lead themselves tp mockeries so puerile, and to deceptions so palpable and gross. But some suck 
have ever been found ready to take a public part in the desecrations of the so called religious fornix, 
and in the name and on behalf of i;oyalty, to place in the least imposing light imaginable ^ 

*^ < The low ambition and the pride of kings.* 

• > 

** On such occasions, British men-of-war have been employed to convey the royal person, and the 

naked and barefooted nobles composin^^ his court, to and from Jamaica, or British Honduras. A 

titled colonial bishop has been in requisition to consecrate and anoint with holy oil the semi-savage, 

|}ie tool of governmental schemes of national aggrandizement. The various native lords, generals, 

admiralS) and captains, have been clad for tlie occasion in gay regimentals, which they wore shirtleac 

on their tawny skins, and so caricatured the ' soft raiment' that even the pencil of a Cruikshanks 

could scarcely do justice to their attitudes and grimaces while writhing under the confinement of 

hraided coats, military stocks, tight boots, &c., &c. 
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<* The coronatiott of Kimg 'Rdbdrt took place at Bdix^ on "the 3dd of Amil« 18S5. None of lb« 
abpje elements were then wanting, exc^t that the part of the Archbianop of Canterbury waa 
performed by the chaplain of the settlement in the rdom of his ^iperior, whose absence^ was mora 
uikn atoned for by other details of the pageant. On this occasion it waa deemed necessary to qwU^' 
the Waikna nobility for the part assigned them, viz: swearinf allegiance to their King, by first 




taking an oath, atid their ecclesiastical disabilities were once for all removed. Mr. Henry Dorii 
informs us, upon the testimony of an eyewitness of this iniouitous imposture, that^' they displayed 
a total igndhince of the meaning (!) of the ceremony; and Vnen asked to give their names, took tho 
titles of Lord Rodney, Lord Nelson, or some other celebrated officer, and seemed grievously disap- 
jtointed when told they could only be baptized by simf^e Christian (?) names;' and he adds, that, 
' after this solemn mockery had oeen concldded, the whole assembly adjourned to a large school-^ 
foom., to eat the coronation dinner; where the usual healths were drank, and these poor creataretf 
all intoxicated with rum — a stntabie conclusion to a farce as blasphemous and wicked aa ever 
disgraced a Christian country. ' (!) '* 

He describes an Intervie\v with another of these kings in the followbg passage : 

" ' Skipper Mudg^, who arrived at this port from Hondurae last week, in his smack ^(Stn«f^ 
reports that he had an interview, before sailing, with his Majesty the King of the Mosquitoea. Hm 
Majesty wore a splendid cocked-hat and a red sash, and had very large gilt spuri buckled aboat 
his ancles; but I regret tb say that the remainder Was, as the painters say, witnout drapery. Ws 
must make allowance, however, for the difference of customs and climate. His Majesty, who 
<$Knnot be more than twetity years old, was slightly intoxicated. His suite conaisfted of a one-eyed 
drummer-boy, and two gentlemen with fifes, one of whom acted as an interpreter. The King of thd 
Mosquitoes received Skipper Mudge seated on an empty whisky-cask. He motioned to the skipper 
to take a seat on the ground, or wherever he chose. ' The writer'then eoen on to describe the fttrthet 
proceedings of the interview, in the course of which his Majesty's laughter having been excited, 
the cask rolled from under him, and he fell to the ground. This is the monarch whose coronation 
at Jamaica figured in last year's (English) estimates." 

Such are the means, ^s detailed \i^ one of her ovarii sabject§, that Great Britain 
has used to get the control of the Mosquito' coast. 

Referring to a charge made against the English movements in Honduras, Mr. 
Crowe says : 

** In order to judge of the troth or falsehood- of the c^rge of mpacity, let tbe leader briefty review 
the facts upon which it is founded. 

" With no other claim than what is afforded by the treaties with Spain, we have possessed 
6Ur8eIves of the actual sovereignty of territories on the nortbem shore of the Bay of Honduras, 
fti^tending over about twenty thouaand square miles, or twelve miUioo eight hundred thouaaDd acre^ 
exclusive of islands and keys. 

** We have taken and retdken the important Island of Roatan no leas than five times, and are nov 
exercising the right of sovereignty over its fertile lands, which extend at the least to one hundred 
and fifly square miles, or ninety-six thousand acres. 

** By virtue of a late treaty with one of the coatendin^ parties in Yucatan, and on the sii^ore of 
assistance afforded for the pacification of the peninsula during the war of races, which ia stiH rasing 
there, we have obtained an ^tension of limits on the northern boundary of our Central Amencan 
empire, extending from the Rio Hondo to the port and town of Salamanca de Bacatar, thus including 
about three thousand she hundred square miles, or two million three hundred and four thousaiia 
acres of additional territory. Altogether^ making, on a moderate calcuration, full twenty-three 
thousand seven hundred and fifty square miles, or fifteen million two hundred thousand acres — 
which is nearly, if not quite, four times the extent of the Island of Jamaica. 

** To^ the occupation of these extensive tracts of country must be added the profecHon of the 
Mosquito shore, over which our Government exercises as much control as over its own possessions, 
though in. a somewhat less direct manner, or rather, by a more indirect course. In addition to four 
hundred miles of sea-coast from the Roman river to the San Juan del Norte, we have lately put forth 
a claim, in the name of the Waikna monarch, to about one hundred miles more of sea-coast to the 
.aouthward of the San Juan, extending through the State of Costa Rica and a ^art of the Provij^oe 
^ Teragua, as far as Chiriqui Lagoon; thus including altogether at leas^ thirty -seven thousand 
square^ miles, or twenty-three million six hundred and eighty thousand acres of pROTCCTOftAi%, 
including the occupation of Greytown. 

" Thus, as the actual result up to the present time, exclusive of such smaller iteifa as Roatan and 
Ti^e Islands, we have a sum total of sixty thousand six hundred square miles, or thirty-ei^ht 
million seven hundred and eighty-four thousand acres, over which we exercise full control, being 
. nearly a third of all Centred America, and more than two thirds the area of Great Britain. 

" Let the reader now decide whether or not we must appear to the natives in the light i3t*ti 
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MiuyuuuL ««4laQ«f To tli^ it OQiMerfl iUtk irl^eth^.our tngroftelin^nts tnd our oocufatkm pf 
their couatry be dtefended on the plea of a < right of conquest/ founded on the success^n defense 
6f St. OeoFg&'s Kdy in 1798, or whether we are unprincipled and shameless enough openly to tdke^ 
^<l(rl^UiQgp. of QiFOjiimstances, by relying to the remonstre^ices of the oe^hboring republks, that 
our treaties were mad^ with ^pajn and not with them; and to the claims of Spain, that they have 
no further dominion over these territories since their late colony became indepfendent. * 

'* The natives cannot but consider these terniories as a pari of their country, whioh ought to be.< 
n^ frse Iraxn t^e dominion of ^urope^n m^onarchical gov^rninent as they i^re thenpselves. It must 
weigh little with them whether we ground our claim to the Island of Koatan upon its first piraXical 
■eiziire, or on the faet that som^ iifty years a|f6)We located upon it the remna-nt of a-nation which 
y^,^ 1\94 veil nig:h eytermiiuited in dqspoii^g tn^m of their native kUs.. The Central States, as well, 
aji the ^ritisn Government, know itto be, commercialjy, the key to Uie navigation of the Bay of 
Honduras, and must feel it inconveniently near to their Own shores, while in the hands of a Power' 
no ttggressive and bo much their superior. In the magnanimous protection extended over the 
Mo3qiHlo shore, and in the residence of Mr. Cqatcs, as British Commissioner tp the Waikna King, 
tliey can discover no benevolence or philanthropy. If they had been inclined to foreet the former 
«ttacks^ made upon the River San Juan del Norte, they could not now be expected to view with 
I»t0cid iodj^rence our Qocupation nf it« best port, which conriyie^ds the line of oeieaiiic comniMBir 
catiaa, at the very time that this srand project is most likely to be realized. 

** In the occupation of British Honduras and Roatan,the protectorate of the Mosquito shore, the 
annexation of T'igrelsland, the seizure of the pCNrlsand inlets in the Gulf of Fonseca, the blockade 

and 




rntlna^ under the grasp of the iron hand of oppression, thay ci^uld matter in their tortaroy 
' lUpaciouAJiationl' 'V.^r^dals of the age !' " 

• * 

I^ was thus tliat, ia defiance of all treaty obligations, Great Britain advanced 
ateiidily towards the occupation of Central America m^til the discovery of the gdd 
intnes in California. At once there was a rusJi of our people towards that land^ 
^ross the Istlupu^ atid through Central Ameipica. It instantly became nctanifest 
tt^ this whole ri^^on was in d^n^er of beeomiog Americanized^ ai)d that pur 
Mgleyin his flight ftxmi the Atlantic to the Pacific, would there find a resting-pl^ce* 
Up tp thist time, Great Bdtain had thie advantage, but suddenly the sc^le wa^ 
ti^Fiied in our.&vpr. In pfisslng fro^m one part of our te^:Htory to another, we were 
IjkelylQ. occupy the intermediate ground. England at once changed her tactic^;. 

In the year 1850 our Cabinet was more feeble and imbec^e, as a whole, ^an 
any ih^t th^ country has ever be^ blessed with, 1^4} ^ such, it wa^ e^fily^ 
enjM^HP^d by British dijfdoms^cy. The so-called Clayton^Bulwer treaty was the 
resuM* It provided that the United States and Great Britain would neither, directl/ 
par indirectly, " occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume or exercise any dominion 
oi^r I4jicai:^jiia, Cpsta Rica, the Mqsquitp cos^st, or any piart of Cent^ral America." 
This tretaty, a^ordi^g to the construction put upon it by (Grreat Britain, which she 
b^. ii^auptaine^ 19 fac(, l^t her in the fjuU pp^pi^ion of the territory there wMph 
9be h^ filreaciy sms^d in violaUan of her stipulations with Spain. In substao^Oi 
thocefer^^. it simply declared that„ ifis Gvi^t Britain had possession of the principal 
pfirt of the coast and the territpry oipst valuable, $l\e should contiiiue to hold it; 
wbi^ th^ United States, having no.thiag, agreed that they would (fcquire nothing 
there. As long as this treaty should stand, so long would Great Pdtain havp tp 
populate^ insipmvB, and iortify the territory held by her. When she had thus 
beccme so strong there as to be able to control the destinies of that whole region, 
if thes treaty were annulled, the United*States, not having one foot of ground, would 
ha^e heen in no condition to contend with her, and hence Central America would 
inevitably hav*e become one of her posisessipns as completely as Canada is at this 

I see it stated in the new^pape^ Mr. Chair^nan, that there is a project on iQOt 
to am^d this treaty. Though the particular additions a|id qualifications suggested' 
may oe improvements on the original treaty in some respects, yet, as they rest on. 
$1 fpmi^tipn whiph is un30und and treacherous, I hope they will never be sanctioned< 



by this Goverhmetit a§ puWisbed. The oiSrfnal Claytoti-Bulwer treaty ihtist be 
got rid o(« Possibly it might be well to aod a proviso, that at the end of five 
yeats, for example; the whole, both of the original and siippiementai articles, shmiid 
become void. We might afford to submit to a bad treaty for a time, with a 
certaitity that we were soon to be relieved from it. 

Emboldened by a success in this movement which could hardly have been looked 
for, the next step in English diplomacy. was the proposition for the. tripartite 
convention in relation to the Island of Cuba. The British Ck>v^emment, in 
conjunction with that of France, oii the 23d of April,.! 852, proposed to the United 
States that the three Govemn>ents should jointly and severally agree that no one 
of them should ever acquire the Island of Cuba. The adminiistration of Mr. 
Fillmore declined the arrangement ; and flie dispatch of Mr. Everett, the thea 
Secretary of State, has been much commendi^d for its ability^ That the reasons 
why the United States could not be expected to consent to such an arramgement 
are ably and handsomely stated, no one can question ; but it is due to tmtfa thai 1 
shall say that, in my judgment, our Government let itself down by eowsenting to 
argue such a question. The reply the proposition merited might have been given 
with far more force and justice in ten sentences. It might well have been said im 
answer, that if Great B«itain and France chose to suggest to the United States that 
nether of the three Goyemraents should acquire additional territory in any part of 
the world, as such a proposition would have the appearance of riiutuality afad 
fairness, the Government of the United States would take it ibto consideration ; iiut 
that the proposition actually submitted did riot merit to be entertained at all. At 
that vei*y time, sir. Great Britain was actively extending h'er dominions in Asia 
and elsewhere, and France was pressing her conquests in Africa ; and in the feco 
of these things they bad the modesty to propose that the United States BhOtild 
agree not to acquire a territory on her borders, eminently desirable to her, and 
lying in the very direction in which alone she could hopie for extension. Was 
there ever a more impudent proposition ? and did not our Government tew^Jf itself 
by condescending to argucj it ? 

• But having failed to itrduce the United States to agree never to afcqtitrlB tfie 
island, Great Britain determined to ruin it, so that whenever it did (k^ll iolo our 
bands. It should at l6Ast prove worthless. In the conduct of wars in barbaric 
times, when a province could no 'longer be held against an invader, it was toot 
uncommon for those who were compelled to abandon it to burn its cities, destroy 
its bridges and aqueducts, poison its wells, and waste itsr fields, so that the 
conqueror might find its possession an incumbrance rather than an advantage. 
Such is the policy which Great Britain has deliberately adopted with reference to 
Cuba and the West India Islands. Seeing that, in the natural course^ of thiifigs, 
they will probably becoftie ours, she has resolved that, if not emirely rained, (for t4 
do this is beyond her power,) they shall at least be so damaged as greatly to reduce 
their value to us. 

Early in the present session, a gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ETHERiiyGE] 

'introduced a resolution denouncing in strpng terms any suggestion in favor of 

reopening the African slav& trade. It was followed by the- resolution of my friend 

from South Carolina, [Mr. Ore,] likewise decidedly adverse to suf h restoration, 

which the House with great unanimity adopted. 

Well, sir, about that very time the newspapers were bringing to our notice such 
paragraphs as these. I read from the Daily Globe which wafe laid on our desks 
on the morning of the 16th of December last : 

*< The New York Journal of Commerce has a letter from Havana, stating that the African slave 
trade ia Nourishing there without check, and that thers are large and Increasing iitiportationi of 
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and 9ixty-iive haTiag been sotdduring. the previous, week, at from |1T0 to 4190 per head.*' 

In the Union of January 1, 1 find the following paragraph : 

*^Thk CooiT'TRAi>s.--*£xiract of a letter from Ha^aiina» da^ed the 2$th alUroot ' Another 
ectrffo of three hundred and nineteen Asiatics have arrived here, deeimated from the quantUy^ 
embarked at Ampy during a voyage of two hundred .and twenty-six days. They arrived on the • 
23d by a Holland ship, Bellona, Seriver, cdn^aed to Torireis, PueAles, & Go. They hava beea 
already assigned to purchasers by the speculators in this trade at 4170> and scvae of them rea6ld.«i 

#190 each." 

•< 

These specimens are sufGcient ; and from them it seema that in siglit of our ovvh 
coast, pubKcly and- in open market, white tnen are regularly sold into slavey, 
vfithout one word of complaint from the sensitive member from Tennessee |Mr. 
Etheridge] and his numerous backers on this floor. 

Look for a moment at the diflerence between the two cases. Tb^ African 
slave trade was abolished by ^isGovernmeftt fifty years ago, and since thten al! 
thie civilized countries of the woftd have ptionounc^d and legislated agaitii^ it ifi 
the most decided form that human enactments can assume. Besides this, Great 
Britain and the United States keep up large fleets on the coast of Afric£i to prevent 
lOfiKviduals from engaging in it. Nor has any member of Cingress ever proposed 
here by bill, resolqtion, or speech, as 1 know or believe, to reestablish it ; nor ha^ 
anyone State or State Legislature recommended it ; and yet the bare suggestion hj 
one individual that it ought to be reopened, gave such a shock to the sensibilities 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, that his feelings could only find vent in the most 
exaggerated and heart-rending figures of speech. He seemed to be thrown into 
convulsions by the idea, as a hydrophobia patient is by the sight of water ; and 
yet he represents a body bf -white men on this floor, and looks with supine ind!f* 
ietexkce on the sale, in open daylight, of large numbers of y>hite men occurring on 
oitt" very borders. Nor is there any law existing to prevent this really great 
mischief. But while be is thus indiflerent to the existence of the slave trade in 
tohite men — ^jnen of the same color with his constituents, the idea that negroes 
sfanuld be sold so operated on him and many others on this side of the Hctfse, 
that they were thrown into as great convulsipns and contortions as a fret's leg 
vottkl faie by a powerful galvanic battery. 

I have been waiting, sir, for an opportunity to bring up these gentlemen on tbki 
qi]^»tion ; and. I intend, if it is aiforded^ me, to compel them, if possible, to vote 
directly on a proportion cond^xming the slave trade in white men. 1 wish the 
wixole country to siee who they are, if any such there be, who, while afieeting 10 
be horrified at the thought of the selling of negroes, view with supreme indifie^-' 
etice the enslaving oi^white men. In affirming, as I do, that the white man is 
eminently fitted to enjoy freedorii rather than the negro, I shall at least have on 
my side, and in support of my opinion, the whole history and experience of man, 
the manifestations of nature herself, and the decrees of God Almighty. I desire 
especially to obtain a declaration of the opinion of this body against the system 
practiced by Great Britain and Spain. . This House of Representatives, in view 
of the numbers, intelligence, and capacity of those whom it represents, is undoubt- 
edly the first such body that has existed on the globe, either in ancient or modem 
times ; and its judgrrtent, deliberately pronounced, cannot fail to produce an im- 
pression on the civilized world. 

But to sho\<r how this system of transporting and selling into slavery these 
Coolies is managed by Great Britain and Spain, I will, in the first place, ask the 
attention of the House to the decrees of the Spanish Government. They were 
tratismitted to the Btitiish Government by Lord Howden, its Minister at Madrid; 
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ftftd are contamed in « vdlume of the State Papers. Thef beat date, as sigjoed by 
the Queen, March 22, 1864. 'Their examination^ shows that the Coolies are, in 
fact, no better than slayes.. Even the provisions n^ade especially for their benefit 
show this ; and I read a few as specimens : 

By the twentieth article, '* The <?olomste may contract marriage with the con- 
sent of their masters.'* • 

By the thirtyrfqurtb article, *f Forbidden to leave the estate without written 
permission of maeter,'' &c. 

The thirty-eighth article provides " That they shall not be compelled to wor2 
mere than twelve hours on the average*" 

Ry the tbirty-ttinth article, « They shall not be Qbliged to wwk more th^n 
fifteen hours in oiieday, and, shall always have ^t least sis consecutive hours of 
. rest by night or by diy/' 

Look at the^e pj^visions, a^ tell me if the slaves are ia any State of tjiis 

U^oa worked on an average, tbpov^hout the year^ twelve hours per day» ctf if 

. ibey are obliged, at aay season, to labor for as much as fifteen hours. As to giving 

^m sijc wQsecutive hours for rest, why, most field ^e^roes ip the South woujld 

•teep twice that period of time if they did not get hungry while so doing. 

AjrtiQle si^ty-poe diclares for wh^t offenses tjbey sb^ be puni3bed, as follows : 

« 

. " 1. Insubordinatian to the master, ta the superintendentR, or an^ other deleg^ite of the master. 

** 2. Refusal to work, or want of punctuality in any particular j>iece of work. 

^'3. Injuries which do not oblige the party injured to suspend Work. 

**4. Dejsertion. \ 

**6. Drunkenness. • 

" 6. Infraction of the rules of discipline established by the master. 

** 7. Oflfbcies against good m^nn^rs. not constituting erimes^ 4&c. 

'' 8. Any other act done with maIice»aBd from which Injury or d^mfige accrues to a third per80fi» 
&c. 

•* Art. 64. When the punishments pointed ottt in article fifty Hsia: are not sufficient to prevent th« 
colonist from repeating the same, or committing other ofien99s».the master shall appty to ihA 
"protector, who, if the act constitutes an offense according to the lawe, shall decide that the guilty 
C(konist shall be punished by them; and if not, by additional disciplinary punishment." 

By these decrees it is provided that the inhabitants df Chifia and Fucatan may 
be imp^ed. . The Chinese ave wbiie people, and the Yucatanese are ItidiaBs ; 
and it might be supposed that these two races ought to be sufficient ((^ the Isdaad 
irf Cuba. 

r&dd, however^ in the newspapers, another proportion made tp the Spanish 
Crovemflnent, though I am not prepared to say that it lias actually been adopted^ 
if not already sanctioned, I suppose it will be, as it is stnotly in accordance with 
the poiicy heretofore establisbed : ' 

" 1. Her Catholic Majesty shall concede to the contractor TSejSor Meana) the usufruct of the 
Islands of Fernando Po, Annobom, and Corisco, with their wild and cleared fands, for the term of 
treaty years ^om the date^f the Goacesfeion, ^ving him also an assistance of fSOyOOO yearly.*' 

• *•« * * •'• • * a • 

1 <* 11. He shall be authorized to transport to the Island of Gcdl^a, to:the axclnsion of aU (^bei«» 
f amler contract for the term of eight years, such inhabitants of the said islands as vx)luatarily, and 

without any kind of coercion, may agree to come to it, under the following condition: 

*♦ The grantee shall not receiTe in repayment of all cost, from the masters to whom the persons 

<SQiitra0t?d shall beass^ned, and to whom, with this view, their contracts shall be transferred, a 

gl^ater sum than $20.4 for sucn as are between eighteen and, forty-five years of age, and f 136 for 

such as are between eight and eighteen." 

The Iskod of Fernando Po, I need bardly resBJnd* the Hoqsej is situated in the 
Gulf of Guinea, in sight of the main lend, and in fact within $os^ thirty miles of 
Oid Calabar, a' prii^cipal statJKMi fon* the African slave trade. Of course, the people 
mkw Jrom tfa^ region will b^ GuinM n^Q99, JSut k is proirided tbfit opiie^hpll 
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be Ukken away but tbose who agree to go. Who will tfaey be, sir; Whf, !t is* 
well known tbat'anTiually large tiumbers of slares are brought from the interior to^ 
tite coast to be sold, and when purchasers are not found they are slaughtered in 
large gangs, because their masters are afraid to turni them loose ; I noean the males; 
The females are bought usually by the Kroomen along the shore ; and, as. I have 
been informed by our Navy officers stationed on that coast, they command sixteen 
dollars apiece, while the male negroes may be worth only six. Of course these 
negroes, when they find that it is a choice between death and' transportation, will' 
agree to take the latter, and will thus be enrolled* 

The provision limiting the price foi^ the first dass to $204, is pregnant with' 
suggestions* It is not intended to cripple or diminish the trade, since it is clear 
that, even at these rates, enovmous profits will be made by the shippers and sellers. 
It is^ on the contrary, directly intended to increase the traffic to the most frighlfol 
extent, as the supply is tnexhausdble. By thus putting them at a low rate, dM» 
purcbe»ers will be the more tempted. The planters of Cuba, seeing diat their 
islaaKl is to be ruined anyhow, will be foreed to eonciude that it is their true internes!? 
to^et as many of these creatures as possible, and work them even to death in eigblr 
years. Every one knows that he who hires a horse for a short period is apt ta 
take less care of him and work him harder than the ownei» would do. Then it 
may be assumed that not many will survive this period. But should they even do 
so, £uid be then in good faith liberated, how many of them will, in fact, ever reojch 
Africa again ? Who that knows the Guinea negro expects them to return by force 
of this Spanish ctmtract 1 No, sir, they will remain th^e ; and these negroes, by 
their mixture with the Chinese Coolies, the Yucatanese Indians, and the present ' 
black and mongrel popub^tion of Cuba, will fill the island witti a body of savages, 
so that such of the planters as have the means of emigrating will be forced to do 
so, and thus this beautiful gem of the Antilles will soon be in a worse condition* 
than It was when Columbus crossed the Atlantic. 

The acts of the Bricisfa Government justify us in assuming that, as she sees that 
the West India Islands are likely to be airs, she has deliberately resolved to ruin 
them as far as it in her power lies. This is, however, all professed to be done in 
the name of humanity ! How long is it, sir, since Great Britain, in one year, 
permitted more than two millions of her Irish subjects to starve to death ? Why, 
the newspapers state — whether truly or not I cannot tell — that more than twenty* 
erne thousand of tliem perished in this way dofing the pdSt year. These things 
are permitted to occur, without any real or sincere effi)rt to prevent them. In fiet, 
what she has spent on her African fleet would have bemi more than sufficient, if 
properly directed, to have saved the lives of every one of those white pec^le. 
Then look to the frightfully cruel system that is carried on by her in India. There^ 
a population more than five times as great as that of the whole United States & 
subjected to the most grinding oppression. The^land is owned in places by the 
Government, and the people are cornpelled to work it, and pay one half, and ev^ 
more in some provinces, as rent. To collect this exorbitant amount, torture is 
habitually applied fx> the miserable laborers. There is no doubt about this matter. 
The British Parliament was forced, by public opinion at home, to appoint a com*^ 
mission to go to India and take testimony. Their report, officially made, shows that, 
to force the laborers to perform more than human nature is capable of, there are 
constantly and systematically applied tortures which surpass in variety and cruelty 
those of the famous Spanish Inquisition, or even such as the imagination of antiquity 
wfu: able to invent for application in the infernal regions. The mind absolutely 
shrinks back from the atrocities of these details. A large percentage of the imm^iso 
pc^^olalion of the country has already perilled most misecaUy by diese toitures, and 
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^ke famibi^ consequent on isbeir exactions. ^ And yetv sir, tfaou'gh these mattsrs'h^ve 
tbus been made public in England^ and also. in this country^ and. during the last 
year, by myself and others, commented on, yet they have been completely ignored 
by that portion of our press and those orators that profess to have in tiieir especial 
oharge all matters pertaining to freedom and humanity. Is it not a strange spec- 
tacle, sir? But so absorbed are the Abolitionists in their idolatry of everything 
English, that if one could speak to them in a voice louder than seven thunders, they 
\a^iild not hear these things. Y es, sir, if the idea was sharpened to the keenest point 
possible, and then driven by the force of an engine of ten thousand horse power, 
it would not be able to make a lodgment in their brains. No, sir, the genuine 
Abolitionist would look you right •in the face, with the stolid, stupid insensibility 
of a stone image. Mr. Chairman, suppose a man were to tell you that he was 
shocked by your cruelty to your slaves, or servants ; and at the same time you 
kaew that, with ample means in his hands, he allowed his own chiidjen to .starve 
tp cleath from time to time, and that he also had seized upon other persons, and 
because they did not perform tasks .that exceeded the powers of huthan nature, 
was torturing them to death by every sort* of devilish device that maHce aad 
cruelty could suggest, would you believe in that man's humanity ? Then, .sir, I 
do not believe in this* kind of British humaaity. 

The beautiful islands tliat stud our American Mediterranean are in this way 
likely to be made desolate, and to become the abode of savages. Should they fall 
into our hands in the march of events, they will present serious obstacles in the 
way of turning them to a proper account. How long did it take the Pilgrims to 
»kiU, or otherwise get clear of, the Pequods and other Indians in New England ? 
What obstacles did not the savages pcesent to the settlement of the southern States ? 
If Great Britain should merely retard the occupation of these islands for twenty-five 
or fifty years, this would be a great deal gained to her, as she thinks, in the raee 
between the two countries. If all these islands are placed in the condition that 
St.' Domingo now is, how are they to be inade to answer the purpose for which 
Providence seems to have intended them ? There is a precedent in EngMsh history, 
which is brought to mind. In the year 1066, one William, Duke of Normandy, 
Surnamed the Conqueror, crossed the British channel with a body of his followers. 
He beat down the English, killed their monarch, and seized/Upon the island. He 
then divided its territory and inhabitants among his followers^ I cannot say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I approve of this precedent, because the fair-haired, white-skinned 
Safpns then eiislaved have since shown that they are eminently worthy of the 
freedom that they have by their intellect and courage recotered. 

But would the same remark apply to the negro race anywhere? Suppose that 
Lopez, Walker, or some other jSTorman or South-'man fillibuster, should make a^ 
descent on St. Domingo, coofiscate the island, and divide its territory and people 
(such, at least, as did not choose to emigrate from it) among his followers, the 
civilized world would.be a gainer, and its present population probably not losers 
by the operation. I rather think, with Cariyle, the English writer, that Cuffee, 
living lazily on squashes, has no right to expect that he is forever to incumber 
these fine islands ; but that somebody or other will, one of these days, set him to 
work, and make him produce sugar, coffee, and the like things, whksh Providence 
teems to have intended these islands to yield for the benefit of mankind. At least, 
Cuffee's title to obstruct a proper use of these West Indies is not better than was 
that of the original savages and wolves to hold, against our present system of 
civilization, these banks of tlie Potomac, on which our magnificent Capitol now 
stands. 

Great Britain, has, too^ been sending. her Jamaica free negroes into Central 
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America to A#!canize it likewise. Such being bet poH^sy, viz : to prevent, if 

• possible, our acquisition of territory—- and if this attempt on her part should ftil^at 

least to render the territory of as little value as possible — ^what has our Govenntietit 

been doing to counteract her movements ? I am sorry to be obliged to say, little . 

or nothing. The present Administration, in advance of its predecessors, has, Jt is 

true, directed its attention to the subject, and made some remonstrances against 

these movements. In a dispatch of July 2, 1853, Mr. Ma«sy, the Secretary of 

State, to Mr. Buchanan, our Minister at London, says : 

• 

« We do pot compl&in that Great Britain enforces her treaty stipulations in regard to the emimci'^ 
pmdos in Cuba; but if it should prove to be true that she is usin? her influence in furtherance of a 
design to fill that island with emi^ra-nts from Africa, in order that when HHb Spanish rule orer ii 
■hall cease it may become an African colony givei) over to barbarism, she ought to be conscious 
that she is concurring in an actwhicli,in its conseqaences, must be injurious to the United States." 

How does Mr. Buchanan reply ? . On the 18th of October, 1854, he says : 

** UndeE such'ciraumstances, we ought neither to count the- cost nor regard the odds which ISpaiit 
' mightenlist against us. We forbear to enter into the Question, whether the prosent condition of 
the island would justify 8u<^h a measure ? We should, however, be recreant to our duty, be 
unworthy of our gallant forefathers, and commit base treason against our posterity, should we 
permit Cfuba to be Africanized, and become a second St. Domingo, with all its attendant horrors to 
the white race, and suffer the flames to esctend to our own neighboring shores, seriously to endaogeri 
or actually to consume, the fair fabric of our Union.'' 

This language, sir, of the President dect has the ring of the 'true metal. It is 
genuine bullion, and not tinsel merely put on to deceive the public. Under him 
we are etititledto expect that itie country will take the proper stand to resist tb« 
British policy which I have been condemning. We need a bolder foreign policy,^ 
sir. 

But we shall, perhaps, be told that there is danger of a war with England if 
we do not acquiesce in her views. . Sir, we have no treaty with Great Britidn to 
prevent her taking possession of Mexico, and yet she does not seize it. We 
<&}tpressly refused the convention as to Cuba, and tliough she muttered some 
tfar^ts, hitherto she has not attempted to take it. She does not do so, because it 
is not, io her opinion, her interest under the existing circumstances. Then why 
s^hould Central America be in more danger of seizure frc»n her? Will not ih% 
«afne stand on our part that- is sufficient to protect Cuba Ukewise prevent her 
takitig possession of Central America ? I do not suppose for a moment that^she 
^ould hesitate to go to war with us to maintain her honor, or to protect any really 
essential interest. But if we are involved in a rupture with her, it will be becauM 
of some sudden and unforeseen casualty which leaves her no ahernative. As' we 
«re not likely to glv^ her any just occasion, so she will not deliberately go to w^ 
with us. She is too good a calculator ' for that. Iti the first place, look at tk# 
. commerce between (he two countries. During the last fiscal year, we purebased 
from her goods, &.C., to the value of one hundred and fifty ^four millions of dollais, 
and sold her in retut?) two fautidr^d and four millions. There is a trade between 
the two countries of three hundred and Sfty*ei|;ht millions*, which must ^be sacri# 
tieed during a war. She also gets from us the cotton that supplies her manu&c- 
•turing establishments. If she were compelled to procure it through the sbippin|; 
of neutral nations, its cost would be increased materially, and at the same lime 
the marine of these other parties would be buik up hereafter to rival her own 
p^ij)aps. In the third plaoe, a war of a few yeais' duration ^ould make iis a 
great manulaetuHng people, so that on the return of peice we should be in a 
condition to do^ Without her goods,* and, in fact, might have become a formidable 
€ompel!tor to her in the markets of the world. 
. There is, however, still a consideration, of greater weighl^dian all theae put 
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log«(1ier. We bare hastagfs oa tbiis cc^nentto kold* her to tevms of {leacor. 
She could oot^^ai tlus tiaiei ho{)e to defend CaAada agakist a well-directed attack 
bjT us« If she bad na territory on ^his continent^ she would be vastly stronger .as 
l^inst us,. and much more likely to go to war ti^an 3he now is. It juay be said, 
however, that if tliis be so, why should she not make up her mind to lose Canada 
and her other possessions ? But she could not aiford to lose them in war without 
'great loss of prestig^j and the probable loss of Australia^ India, and other colo- 
nies. She would then be reduced to the conditic^ of Carthage after the second 
Punic war. She might still be wealthy, polished, and capable of making^a formid- 
able resistance at home ; but she would no longer be dreaded abroad. The power 
9f -Great Britain consists mainly in h^ commerce, her naval supremacy, her 
wealth, her prestige, and her diplomacy. The Joss of her colonies would mate- 
rially impair all these sources of her great power. Look to her recent history, 
and -it will be obvious that her strength is not mainly owing to the raililary force 
9he can bring into the field., For the last century she has not been able to fight 
with her own means any of the great Powers on tlie continent of Europe. In 
fact, I do not remember that duritig this time she has ever landed her troops on a 
hostile territory, but only on the dominion of her allies. She plumes herself on 
beating Napoleon at Waterloo ; but it was after his strength had been exhausted 
in the campaigns of Italy, Egypt, and Spain, and on the Rhine and the Danube. 
It was after he bad lost half a niilliorl of his best men under the snows of Russia, 
ftnd the remnant of bis armies had been trampled under foot by the forces of all 
Curope in the campaigns of 1813 and 1814 ; it was then that his exhausted 
energies yielded to Wellington, assailed as he was at the same time by a fresh 
Prussian army in his flank and rear. ' 

So well does England know her own strength that she used formerly to fight 
France with the help of Russia, and latterly Russia with the aid of France. 
When, therefore, in her continental difBcuhies, she cannot obtain a powerful ally, 
she waives the occasion, and consults her interest. I use the word interest in its 
laigest sense, for she knows that the preservation of her hon<>r is of the highest 
interest to her. She is as sagacious in avoiding a collision with a powerful enemy, 
as ^£te is haughty and dommearipg towards a weak one. She knows, too, how. 
much may be accomplished by constant pressure upon us, and by constant 
complaint of us. She strenuously opposed the annexation of Texas, though With 
no more justification or excuse on her part than we should have had to complain 
of the union between Ea^gknd and Scotland. 

Notwithstanding the Clay ton-Bul^ei* treaty, she, in violation of its whole spirit, as 
the records of our State Department show, attempted in 1852 to force Guatemala 
to allow a Belgian colony tri settle in her territory. 

Wiien there was a proposition made for the acquisition of the Sandwich Islands, . 
site, with no claim over them, strenuously resisted it. 

When we were, attempting to procure a site for a coal depot in St. Domingo, 
dbe lYiade active. and ^uccess&l opposition. 

. Even at the time we w^e negotiating a treaty in relation to the guano trade 
with Ecuador, she succeeded in getting up such opposition as defiaated the project. 
Why, when Commodore Perry was looking a£ some little uifiinhabited islands in 
the Pacific, he was called to account, to know what his intentions were* In 
£ict^ in all matters she seems to keep up a sort of surveillance over us. As a 
general proposition, I think it rntay be asserted that Great Britain makes it a point 
40. assert dommion over all territory on the globe which is not in possession of 
somebody capable of defending it. She in an especial manner takes it upon herself 
to oversee us; and prevent our growing too fast. But while she has been acting 
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thas, odrk50tM}u6t toim tm^^^i^ivlmk she hi8<lireetly thioMFif hetsM^^&ftmagt 
wkh our interests/ beeh fovbesfitig in the ^lLtt<em&* Our CrdveSunieBt nmhm iio 
objection to her cidn^ctifit aeq^^iena in Various tfonrtc^ of the world. Wkbovt 
any complaint faete, she niay go tintf take possessiofi of all Asia, if Russia does wit 
preveht her. She may extend her dohiinions fh)m the Oaipe of Good tidpe over 
ftll Africa, if France pem^s. She already holds Ausiaralia — the ttth great sectiott 
of the world. Nor are we disposed to interfere with her immense possesnons in 
the northern parts of this oohtinent. Bat as to tb^ remaining parcel of territory 
wiffich lies between us and the Isthmus of Panama, she ought to see that the Uniti^ 
States has claims to its control. If she persists in her present cotirse, then let tb^ 
collision come, with all its consequences. E^ery one must 9ee that our foimer 
subserviency has nehber won her respect, nor Obtained her forbearance. 

In the expression of these opinfions, sir, I am actuated by no feeling of hostilky 
to Great Britain. My course here^ as a member, might be r^erred to, to show 
this. I have advocated the greatest freedom of trade between the two ^ounti^s^ 
believing that both would be benefit thefreby. The Canadian recipiooity ad 
Was much more beneficial to her than to us, it in fact giving to h^ posses^om^ 
toost of the advantages of being in our Union, without the burdens ft impMes. 
This measure was grossly partial and unjust to other sections in its princvples ; 
and yet, after opposing it through one Congress, because it Wa$ beneficial to 
c^tain portions of our people, and trecause it was a step in the direction of fret 
trade, 1 gave it my support when it became a law. I might point to tlie late 
matter of tlie ship Resolute, and some ofher things, to prove that I entertain no 
^prejudice agaiiist her. 

The coumge, manliness, and other high qualities of the English peO|Ae, are 
eminently worthy, of admiration. While taking exception to the course of their 
Oovemment in some respects, I must commend one of its traits to 6ur own ibr 
imkation. It protects its subjects in all parts of the world. OurOovernment 
tJoes often the reverse with regard 'to its citizens. Hence, when in foreign coun* 
tries, I understand that Americans, where it is practicable to do so, represent 
themselyes as being Englishmen, and thus secure respect and protection. Many 
instances might be referred to to show this. I read, as 'a sample, an extract from 
a letter written by an American lady in Nicaragua : 

« 

<* The American Minister was called home at the worst time, for this war is not against General 
Walker alone, but on all Americans. Poor Mr. Callaghan was whipped to death when he fell into 
the bands of the enemy, although he was no officer; and every American they can catch is destined 
to the same fate. English people are not treated so, for England will liot put up with it; but our 
Government is the meanest in the world in that way." 

This probably does some injustice to our Government. Our Secretary of State 
has, perhaps, done all in his power with our limited Navy. You told me, Mr. 
Chairman, that when you represented our country as Commissioner to China, 
Am^ican interests suffered seriously for the want of/ a few ships. The conduct 
of Captain Ingraham in a noted instance is the exception, and it shines like a 
bright light on a dark ground. As to how the British carry it, their late attack 
on Canton shows. There they assailed and captured a city of more than a million 
of. inhabitants, with far less provocation, than we had in the matter of Greytown. 
As to the Greytown business, the chief, if not the only objection I see, arises from 
the feebleness of those assailed. It did look a little like shooting rats, instead of 
letting terriers attend to them. Probably it was unavoidable, however. So many 
greater wrongs, if this was a wrong, occur in British history, that one b amused 
by seeing their affected horrors at the sight of our barbarity. 

I should not be surprised if she were to hold on to Canton^ and ultimately take 
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p owttro ien of Cbmai She w91 then oivilise k:as she foitn^^ did Irsland, ai^ 18 
jii«t:iidw civilising Jadia. Shp will manage to get some wealth for her officials, 
and some products for'her eommecoey put of the fi)ur or five hundred millions of 
people there. As the populatioa is crowded now to tbQ extent of 
uequent famines, if half of them die under the pressure of her foot, why, 
urill have more i!oofl$>.and faomatiity will be promoted .thereby, and civilization and 
Cbiastaanity propagated. 

, I hold, then, Mr. Chairman^ that while a decided, firm :policy on our part to 
inaintain what we have a right to claim, ^ill not endft^ger our peaceful relations^ 
yet it is our duty to make the stand in any event. .Let Great Britain accord to us 
what we concede to her — ^let her reccignize our equality with her, and there will be 
a permanent, stable fiiendsbq) between the two countries that must prove highly 
advantageous to both. The acquisition, by the United States, at some future day, 
of th^nr ^}tries of which I hatve been apeaking, by increasing vastly the supjply of 
trei^ieai prodMelbns for the use of .the world, .must prove highly advantageous to 
all civilised natKHis. In a pecuniary and commercial point of view. Great Britain 
;wo^d receive benefits little, if any, short of ours. The two countries possess more 
ifaan two thirds' of the shipping of the world, and this preponderance is likely to be 
ioGfeased rather than diminished. The sixty millions who now speak the Anglo- 
Saxon tongue^ if united, by reason of their intelligence, energy, wealth, maritime 
iAcendeocy> and territorial possessions, may guide the destinies of civiliz4tioD. 
The fault will be England'^ if we have a collision. This is more likeljr to^be 
pi^jireoted by firmness and frankness on our part, than by an opposite policy. 

If I have not spoken, sir, of the interference with our domestic affairs by a 
portion of her subjects and press, it is not because I regard that as affording less 
ground of complaint than the points already referred to. This branch of the 
dboussion would involve us to some extent in the consideration of those sectional 
iiaues with which I think the Qountry is already wearied. I have rather sought, 
therefore, to present these considerations in such a manner as to invite the 
^tdfiiisfttioa of all who have true American minds, ^d are willing to look at them 
as datiooal queatkufis should be examined. 
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